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The Expulsion of Jews from England in 1290 might first appear to have been 

simply a financial decision. Indeed many historians have painted the Expulsion in 

exactly, and only, those terms.  That is, per normative presentations of the era under 

examination, to Edward I and his advisors the Jews had ceased to be economically 

useful or certainly as useful as they often had been since William the Conqueror invited 

them to serve the Crown, and this was the reason for the Expulsion.  It is true that, by 

the end of the thirteenth century, the Jewish community had been fleeced so thoroughly 

that the sheep were sheared to the bone, but that is only part of the story.  This research 

argues that the Expulsion occurred not only because of economic expediency.  The � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � �  	 � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
misunderstandings of the

� � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � 
 � � � � 	 
 � � �
 in ways that closely 

paralleled beliefs and experiences on the Continent.   

The myths and stories surrounding Jews had real world consequences for actual 

people, therefore they need to be studied despite not fitting into normative categories 



 

 �

used for the Continental Jewish experience.  This thesis describes the legal and social 

reality surrounding the myths and tales. The present author investigates the reality of 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � 
 � � �
ased on a variety of evidence: financial records, of course, 

which are for many historians the sole useful source of information, but also poems, 

monastic chronicles, and various works of art to show the social position of Jews in an 

attempt to demonstrate how the popular and official cultures so widely diverged in their 

understanding of the Jews in their midst.  Things are not always as they seem, 

especially if they seem simple.
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161 Cl. 10: If any one has taken anything, whether much or little, by way of loan from Jews, and if he dies 

before that debt is paid, the debt shall not carry usury so long as the heir is under age. 
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Press Syndicate of the Univ. of Cambridge, 1998), 138. 



 

 � I                                                



 

 H J                                                



 

 H �
                                                



 

 H �
                                                



 

 H �
                                                



 

 H �
                                                



 

 H �
                                                



 

 H �                                                



 

 H �



 

 
H H                                                



 

 
H I

                                                



 

 
I J                                                

233 William Langland, Piers Ploughman (Visio Willelmi de Petro Ploughman), Cambridge MS 
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