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OER World Map: https://oerworldmap.org/



“…higher education shall be 
equally accessible to all…”

- UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights







The cost barrier kept
2.4 million

low and moderate-income 
college-qualified high school 

graduates from completing college 
in the previous decade. 

- The Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance



36 % are food insecure
36 % are housing insecure

9 % are homeless

- Still Hungry and Homeless in College, Wisconsin HOPE Lab

Basic Needs Assessment 
of Four-Year Students
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~ 44 million Americans owe
> $1.4 trillion outstanding debt

- Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 

Student Loan Debt







2012 2016
63.6% 66.5% Not purchase the required textbook
49.2% 47.6% Take fewer courses
45.1% 45.5% Not register for a specific course
33.9% 37.6% Earn a poor grade
26.7% 26.1% Drop a course
17.0% 19.8% Fail a course

In your academic career, has the cost of required 
textbooks caused you to:

- Florida Student Textbook Surveys, Florida Virtual Campus



85 % textbook purchases increase stress
43 % sacrifice food for textbooks

43 % rely on loans
31% reduce course load

- Morning Consult/Cengage (2018)

Survey: Buying Course Materials 
a Top Source of Financial Stress



“The survey’s results should be a wake-up call for everybody 
involved in higher education. This is especially true for the 

publishing industry, including our own company, as we 
historically contributed to the problem of college affordability. 
The data is clear: high textbook costs pose barriers to students’ 

ability to succeed in college.  Too many learners today are 
making painful tradeoffs between course materials and bare 

necessities like housing and meals. 

Our industry must embrace what students are telling us.”

- Michael Hansen, Cengage CEO
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$120 at Purchase
Buy back for $11 

Barely used
You tell me UTA



$400 for 1 book?!



textbook stole my girlfriend



Extortion



CRIMINAL



SCAM



Ridiculous!! It's robbery!! 
Stop the madness!! 



It’s a racket, 
a monopoly.



SMASH THE PEARSON-
McGRAW- HILL TEXTBOOK 

Duopoly! $$$ 



Rent them or ask a friend



Paying to do HW SUCKS

same

same



Don't buy! It'll be on the 
PowerPoint!



I wish prof's would actually use 
them if I have to pay for them.



Expensive. I starve for 3 days 
because I need to buy $200-
$300 just for the online code.

😢😢



A waste of money. 
I need money to eat…



One of my required books is 
more than a months rent 

WTF!!



A necessary EVIL.



They're free on private bay 
-every student



There's a reason why I 
download illegally !!



I'm always afraid of the cops 
coming for me & my illegally 
downloaded pdf textbooks









Open education can 
transform higher 
education.





• Content Customization

• Localization

• Open Pedagogy







“Despite my interest in keeping the price of textbooks low, 
I found that the cost was still prohibitive for many 

students…. There are many reasons for why this series is 
an Open Educational Resource, including but not limited 

to textbook affordability, access, empathy, openness, 
inclusion, diversity, and equity. I want students to be able 
to have access to the textbook on day one and after the 
course ends, not have to choose between buying food 
and purchasing the text, and not have to worry about a 

lost, stolen, or expired digital access code.”
- Dave Dillon











https://uta.pressbooks.pub/
socialworkprofessionalism/





open.umn.edu





“It isn’t just affordable –
it’s affordable, and it’s 
just as good a book.”





Open Office Hours
Central Library B20

• Today 2:45 - 4:45 p.m.
• Tomorrow 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.















“The textbook given to us this semester was absolutely amazing. It 
gave all the information we needed very clearly and made it 
interesting to learn with the modern examples and cool extra facts 
about France obtaining to our lesson.”

“Madame Soueid is awesome and she wrote a really engaging and 
fun french book!”

“The book provided for the course was very helpful and well 
written. Because it was very specific for the class, the book was 
extremely useful.”



“It is awesome and cost effective for students who have limited income and it is a great 

program which should be supported and highlighted in the college mainstream.”

“Very great resources and relevant to course. Low cost materials helped focus more on 

learning rather than worrying about how to pay for the education coming from different 

resources that may cost money, which helped the grade overall.”

“I am very delighted that UTA is moving towards free or reduced-cost textbooks that are 

online. I am a low-income student and these resources help me greatly.”





“Among her findings, students with loans had a more 

positive perception of the OER, and in this particular 

course, students using this OER did better than students 

who had used a traditional textbook in her same course the 

prior semester.”

https://pressbooks.education/news/2018/08/university-of-texas-at-

arlington-kicks-off-oer-program-with-eight-books-in-development/

https://pressbooks.education/news/2018/08/university-of-texas-at-arlington-kicks-off-oer-program-with-eight-books-in-development/
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I would enroll in the section that uses traditional materials I would enroll in the section that uses free or low-cost materials

I would have no preference

Imagine a future course you are required to take. If two different sections of that course were 
offered by the same instructor during equally desirable time slots, but you were aware that one 
section used traditional printed texts and the other used reduced-cost digital materials similar to 
those used in this course, which section would you prefer to enroll in?



https://uta.pressbooks.pub/



• 1 year on 2/14/19

• 73 users

• 3 OER in public catalog

• 20 OER in development or in pilot

• 3 reported adoptions outside UTA



Replace $$$ Textbooks
● Free textbooks for high-enrollment courses
● Remixed, localized versions of existing OER

Training, Outreach, Distance Education
● Manuals, guides, handbooks, course ‘teasers’
● Proceedings and Gray Literature

Public Domain Anthologies
● Anthologies of work published pre-1923 (US)
● Government docs or other public material

Student & Community Authored Projects
● University-Community Partnerships
● Student writing, class projects, ePortfolios



Student Collaboration
20%

Multi-institutional 
Collaboration

10%

Multidisciplinary 
Collaboration

10%

Creation
20%

Flip Closed/Copyrighted 
Resource

10%

Content Customization
25%

Open Pedagogy
5%

PROJECTS







https://twitter.com/thatpsychprof/status/1097953188341153792



Up Next
Marginalia: Web Annotation for Engaged Teaching and Learning

Jeremy Dean, Director of Education, Hypothes.is
Steel Wagstaff, Educational Client Manager, Pressbooks 





http://libguides.uta.edu/utacares/report



By the start of classes for 
Spring 2019, 52 classes with a 
combined enrollment of 3,125 
had been tagged with a free or 

low-cost course attribute in 
the schedule of classes. 



http://hdl.handle.net/10106/27848



Lunch Break
Next event begins at noon in Parlor

@utalibraries @CRTLE_UTA        #OpenUTA #OEweek



Break
Introduction to Pressbooks begins at 1:15 in 315A

@utalibraries @CRTLE_UTA        #OpenUTA #OEweek
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