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FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT FOR RESEARCH

As education is essential to providing a foundation for the future of society, re-
search is vital to the discovery, invention, and innovation driving our world.
Through The University of Texas at Arlington strategic plan, ‘Bold Solutions, Glob-
al Impact’, UT Arlington is committed to being The Model 21 Century Urban
Research University. This vision reflects the importance of university research in
meeting the needs of our students as well as those of the state, nation, and
world. The vision also highlights the importance of taking on research that is

appropriate to the needs of the community, which for us is the rapidly growing
metroplex.

The McNair Scholars Program plays an important role in preparing the research-
ers who will provide solutions to the world’s challenges. For promising students
from low-income/first-generation or under-represented backgrounds, it is also a
means to realize the dream of a good job and the opportunity for a better life
than what their parents lived. Yes, it takes hard work; work that requires long
hours of rigorous training with mentors. Yes, it takes dedication and persistence.
But these efforts prepare the faculty members who will make discoveries that
will shape our future. They will be the innovators and entrepreneurs who will
develop the technologies that transform the results of those discoveries into
improvements in health, education, and economic growth.

Dr. Duane Dimos,
Vice President for Research

The University of Texas at Arlington is proud to be a supporter of the McNair
Scholars Program. Those of us who have been privileged to work with McNair
Scholars and to witness the transformation from students to scholars are
impressed with their sophistication and, as mentors, take great pride in their
accomplishments. My special thanks to the faculty who have mentored them.

Congratulations Scholars on your acceptance into the program. You have com-
pleted impressive work. It is work that portends an exciting future for you and for
the promise your future contributions will make.

Duane Dimos, Ph.D.
Vice President for Research, UT Arlington
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One of the pleasures of my position is meeting a new group of bright and ambi-
tious undergraduates each year who quickly transform themselves into serious,
dedicated researchers. This evolution is accomplished with the assistance of
many parties: McNair program staff, the Office of Research Administration rep-
resentatives, library staff and, especially, our faculty mentors. It also requires
that our Schotars draw on both their creativity and their subject area knowledge
to craft significant yet feasible research projects. It is true that McNair interns,
still new to the world of research, are often tested in various ways by their pro-
jects. indeed, a major aspect of their development as scholars is to learn how to
deal with obstacles that arise during this experience. McNair interns not only
develop a greater understanding of the research methaods in their disciplines but
they also learn essential life lessons: how to manage one’s time to meet a dead-
line; how to communicate effectively with peers, mentors and the public; how to
meet and overcome conceptual, organizational or technical difficulties. Such in-
sights are invaluable for McNair Scholars, who will draw on them frequently as
they commence graduate-level studies and progress toward the Ph.D. As more
than one Scholar has stated over the years, participating in the McNair Scholars
Program is a life-changing experience! | would like to congratulate Scholars and
mentors for their dedication to the research process and their success over the
summer!

1 would also like to thank the UTA community—particularly President Vistasp
Karbhari, former Provost Ronald Elsenbaumer, Interim Provost Dr. Linda
Johnsrud, Vice President for Research Duane Dimos and Dean Rebecca Bichel of
the UTA Llibrary, in addition to other deans, chairs, and facuity members
{including members of the McNair Selection Committee)—for their commitment
to student excellence and for their continuing support of the UTA McNair
Scholars Program.

loan W. Reinhardt, Ph.D.
Director, McNair Scholars Program

Dr. Joan Reinhardt,
Director
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