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Moberly’s whimsical pencil sketch “Two Dutchmen” is signed “E.W.M. ’55.”

The subject of Moberly’s 1849 ink portrait on 
linen is only identified by her initials, S.A.B., but 
is thought to be a sister of the artist’s fiancée, Mary 
Jane Barlow. 

  uring the past year, Special 
  Collections acquired four small, but 
extraordinary, manuscript collections that 
pertain to the late antebellum and Civil 
War eras of Texas history. These collec-
tions are the Elhanan W. Moberly Papers 
(1854-1866), the John Jay Good Papers 
(1854-1861), the Edmund b. Underhill 
Civil War Letters (1861-1863), and the 
self-transcribed Civil War journal of 
George T. boardman (1862-1865).  

Land agent Elhanan W. Moberly and 
attorney John Jay Good both traveled 
extensively in frontier north central Texas 
during the mid to late 1850s.  Coinciden-
tally, both men also had connections to 
Texas Emigration and Land Company 
agent, Henry O. Hedgcoxe.   Detailed 
letters written home to their sweethearts 

have survived the years and provide us 
with insightful descriptions of their day-
to-day personal and business affairs.  The 
Civil War era letters written by Edmund 
b.Underhill to New York family members 
provide a rare glimpse at the predica-
ment experienced by a Quaker trying to 
maintain his neutrality in Confederate 
Texas. In addition, the Underhill cor-
respondence provides detailed narratives 
regarding sheep and cattle ranching in 
the Helena area, sixty miles southeast of 
San Antonio. George T. boardman was 
an English-born dentist in Austin at the 
outset of the Civil War. He enlisted in the 
16th Texas Infantry and served with his 
regiment from May 1862 to May 1865 in 

military campaigns in Texas, Louisiana 
and Arkansas. His Civil War journal pro-
vides a detailed account of life in the 16th 
Texas Infantry.

Moberly:  Land Agent
Elhanan W. Moberly (1826?-1862) was 

born in Indiana  and served one year in 
the U.S. War with Mexico as a private in 
Company F, 2nd Indiana Volunteers. His 
military service provided an introduction 
to Texas that formed an ideal background 
for his work with Texas Emigration and 
Land Company agent, Henry O. Hedge-
coxe, from 1854 and 1857. Moberly 
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 am pleased to report that, after   
 exhaustive searches, the staff vacancies 
created by the resignations last summer 
of Cathy Spitzenberger and blanca Smith 
have been filled.  Lea Worcester joined 
Special Collections on November 27, 
2006, as Public Services Librarian.  Lea 
had worked in the Library’s Information 
Literacy program area since February 
2004.  She received her Master of Library 
Science from Texas Woman’s Univer-
sity in 1998 and is a doctoral student at 
TWU.  Lea worked at Arlington Public 
Library for nine years before coming to 
UT Arlington.  On January 8, 2007, Ruth 
Callahan reported to work as Library 
Assistant III for Photographs.  Ruth has 
a Master in Arts in Museum Studies and 
transferred to us from UT Arlington’s 
Office of Human Resources.  She has pri-
mary responsibility for image reproduc-
tion orders.  Her arrival has freed Gary 
Spurr and Ann Cammack to return their 
energies to their normal responsibilities 
after having assumed the duties of the 

LAIII position while it was vacant.
In October, many months of prepara-

tion culminated in the presentation of 
the 2006 Virginia Garrett Lectures in the 
History of Cartography.  Arranging for 
the intellectual content of the program 
required the expertise and participation of 
a number of people at the university, but 
when it came down to getting the show on, 
Carolyn Kadri took the lead.  In addition 
to participating in the general planning, 
Carolyn directed conference logistics and 
registration, for which she demonstrated a 
real flair.  She was aided by various present 
and former colleagues—in particular Kit 
Goodwin, Secretary-Treasurer of the Texas 
Map Society.  There was no one on the Spe-
cial Collections staff who didn’t contribute 
in some way to the success of the Lectures.  
Everyone deserves recognition and thanks.  
As noted elsewhere in this issue, ben Huse-
man curated a well-received exhibit, which 
was fabricated and installed by Christian 
Clark, Special Collections’ Exhibits and 
Outreach Assistant.  ben supplemented the 
exhibit with a beautiful catalog.  believe 
it or not, we are already at work on the 
2008 Lectures and have selected a working 
theme of “Revisualizing Westward Expan-
sion: A Century of Conflict in Maps.”

We have been busy acquiring new 
research materials for Special Collections.  
In addition to numerous books and several 
maps, they include the John Jay Good 
Papers, an installment of records from 
the Society for the History of Discover-
ies, the Elhanan W. Moberly Papers, and 
the Camp Ford Collection.  The number 
of our archival finding aids presented on 
the Texas Archival Resources Online site 
surpassed 100 in early February.  Although 
there is a long way to go, the number 
represents significant progress and effort.  
ben Huseman recently returned from the 
Modern Archives Institute in Washington, 
D.C., a two week workshop on archives 
fundamentals given by the National 
Archives and Records Administration.  

While attending the American Library 
Association’s Midwinter conference in 
January, Carolyn Kadri was asked to run 
for Vice-Chair of the Maps and Geog-
raphy Round Table.  brenda McClurkin 
will be on the next ballot of the Society 
of American Archivists’ Manuscript Re-
positories Section, contending for a place 
on its Steering Committee, and I am to 
be on the ballot for office in the Society of 
Southwest Archivists.  Not least, I should 
have mentioned in our last issue that, last 
summer, Maritza Arrigunaga received a 
certificate of excellence for outstanding 
performance in educational service from 
Yucatan-Generation 2006 in Mérida.

Special Collections was heavily 
represented at the 2006 annual meeting 
of the Texas State Historical Association, 
where both brenda and I chaired sessions 
(respectively entitled “The Latest Word on 
the Yellow Rose of Texas:  Will It be the 
Last?” and “Treasures of Texas:  Search-
ing for Texas History Online”) and Lea 
Worcester was the commentator for the 
session, “Reaching Out to the K-12 Com-
munity:  How Two Institutions Promote 
History to Texas Students.”  One of the 
presenters in that session was UT Arling-
ton Information Literacy Librarian Evelyn 
barker, who presented on the topic “K-12 
Connections:  How the UT Arlington Li-
brary Shares History with Texas Schools.”  
Evelyn and Lea’s session promoted the 
collaborative efforts undertaken by the 
UT Arlington Library, using Special Col-
lections’ materials, and the Fort Worth 
Museum of Science and History.

“Time Frames,” the weekly Arlington 
Star-Telegram feature showcasing Special 
Collections’ holdings, celebrated its third 
anniversary in November 2006.  brenda 
McClurkin, to whom belongs the credit 
for organizing and sustaining “Time 
Frames,” and Christian Clark have cre-
ated a Time Frames retrospective for our 
spring/summer exhibit.  Do come and see 
it–we’re looking forward to your visit. b

Update

from the

Coordinator

by Ann E. Hodges

I

Time Frames  
For over three years, Special Collections has highlighted photographs, documents, 
maps, graphics, and other materials from its holdings in “Time Frames,” a weekly 
feature, in the Sunday Arlington Star-Telegram.  A selection of favorite “Time 
Frames” columns is the subject of the new Special Collections exhibition, Time 
Frames: A Retrospective, on view in Special Collections through August 15, 2007. 
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John Jay Good’s letters to his wife, Sue, begin in September 1854, just two months after their marriage.
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conducted “. . . confidential business upon 
the frontier . . .” (9/30/1856) on behalf of 
the company, and perhaps surveyed loca-
tions and oversaw some of Hedgecoxe’s 
business affairs.  Moberly’s letters, written 
home to his fiancée, Mary Jane barlow, 
from places such as Austin, San Antonio, 
Dallas, and frontier Parker and Palo Pinto 
Counties, vividly portray life in mid-19th 
century Texas including descriptions of 
Mexican-Americans, Indian conflict, and 
the hardships of travel and life on the 
frontier. 

One letter written from San Antonio, 
circa 1854, describes the population and 
the architecture the town in detail:

The town contained 6000 inhabit-
ance one third of Americans, a 
good many duch, a few French 
Irish Italians some negros and 
the rest 2 thirds Mexicans, some 
transient Indians. The buildings of 
the City is a perfect nondescript 
of Mexican American and Duch 
styles, the most the buildings in 
the American styles are mostly 
built of stone though there are 
some build of adobies or large 
unburnt bricks with steepe roofs. 
Them in the Mexican style is flat 
roofed structures the appear-
ance of the city is to me perfectly 
peculiar and strange. It presents a 
dilapidated appearance and barren 
yet the narks of the ravages of war 
at this place is the noted Alimaw 
where Crocket boey and many 
other brave fellows fell . . .

Other letters tell of Moberly’s life in 
Austin, from his domestic affairs of cook-
ing and cleaning to his social life, which 
included the amorous attentions of the 
young widow Chalmers and the beautiful 
Miss Glasscock at a Democratic barbeque. 
A 26-page letter mailed from Weatherford 
in May 1857 describes attending a wedding 
interrupted by a surprise Indian attack.

. . . I sprang to the door to see the 
cause, I thought it might be our 
horses taken a stampede, as we 
had barrietted and hobbled out 
on the prairies to graze, every one 

started to their feet as I cleared the 
door, a dozen voices exclaimed 
Indians! Indians! . . . we all saw a 
number of men on the opposite 
bank of the creek, and from the 
report of guns, and the burring 
to and fro, it was evident that 
something was wrong. One glance 
satisfied me what to do that was 
to rush to the rescue, so with guns 
and ammunition I started for the 
nearest place of the creek . . . 

A total of 50 letters are in the Moberly 
Papers. They include fifteen written by 
him, seven written to him, and other 
letters pertaining to his wife, Mary Jane 
barlow (later Tevis), written both while he 
was in Texas and following his death dur-
ing the Civil War. Supplemental materials 
include an ink-on-linen manuscript map 
of Iowa drawn by Moberly circa 1854 and 
a lengthy manuscript medical treatise on 
diseases prevalent in the southwest and 
their suggested cures. Another highlight 
of the collection is a 31-page diary docu-
menting Moberly’s journey from Texas 
to Indiana in 1854. He records explicit 
details of his travel—the route, his lodg-
ing, his food, and a complete accounting 
of his expenses.  There are also receipts 
for stagecoach and steamboat passage. 

Miscellaneous items include original 
poems written by Moberly and numerous 
original drawings, among them ink por-
traits of Mary Jane barlow, three pencil 
self-portraits, and a pencil sketch of his 
dog, Hannibel.

Good: A Lawyer Travels Frontier 
North Central Texas

John Jay Good (1827-1882) was born 
in Monroe County, Mississippi, and 
educated at Cumberland University in 
Lebanon, Tennessee.  He read law in Co-
lumbus, Mississippi, and passed the bar in 
1849. by 1851, he had ventured to Texas, 
settling in Dallas where he practiced law. 
In 1852, Good headed the citizen’s militia 
group in the Hedgcoxe War, an action 
that forced Henry O. Hedgcoxe to leave 
Dallas. He wed Susan Anna Floyd on 
July 25, 1854, and his letters home to her 
begin shortly thereafter.

The 73 pre-Civil War letters range in 
date from September 19, 1854, through 
April 15, 1861. The bulk of this cor-
respondence relates his travel through 
north central Texas, astride his horse 
Roderick or by stage, to practice law. 
Written from widely varied locales rang-
ing from Austin to Sherman, Palestine 
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to Denton, McKinney to Weatherford, 
in addition to now obscure places such 
as beeman’s Store, buchanan and War-
saw Prairie, the letters describe difficult 
traveling conditions such as wild animals, 
adverse weather, muddy water and roads 
in “desperate condition.” Good did not 
always have the best of accommoda-
tions, and tells of a bed bug infestation 
in Palestine (9/19/1854) and provides a 
rollicking description of the “unfleaing” 
process in Kaufman (5/29/1855). Good 
often recounts his legal accomplishments, 
such as winning the Lacy case in Waxa-
hachie (5/11/1855) with General Edwin 
Tarrant present in the courtroom; the 
successful defense of barrett in Kaufman 
(3/24/[1860]), pleading insanity against a 
charge of assault with intent to murder his 
wife; and landing a very important case in 
Sherman (4/7/1860) against the Chicka-
saw Indian tribe, “. . . the prospect of a 
fat fee is very good.” Good’s travels were 
not all work. He wrote from beeman’s 
store (6/4/1856) telling of plans to stop 
at Robinsons Mill on his way to Johnson 
County where “. . . we may remain . . . a 
day or two to frolic and bathe and fish.” 
The letter written from newly founded 
Weatherford (12/3/1856) describes his 
crude lodging—a log pen with no cover-
ing or floor. He went on to discuss the 
hard feelings between birdville and Fort 
Worth over the location of the Tarrant 
County seat, predicting bloodshed before 
the matter was settled. He predicts Fort 
Worth’s ultimate victory, citing that city 
had retained his legal services. The collec-
tion also contains nearly 30 letters written 
while Good conducted his duties as visi-
tor for West Point from May through June 
1860, and an undated book containing 
five briefs filed before the Texas Supreme 
Court pertaining to seven 1860s era cases.

At the outbreak of the Civil War, 
Good organized the First Texas Artillery 
(known as Good’s battery of Light Artil-
lery). He later served as presiding judge 
of a Confederate military court. His Civil 
War letters were published in the book, 
Cannon Smoke, in 1971. Good held elec-
tive office in Dallas twice—as judge of the 
16th Judicial District from 1866 to 1868, 
and as mayor from 1880 until his death in 
El Paso on September 17, 1882.

Underhill: A Quaker in Civil 
War Texas

Five letters written by Quaker Ed-
mund b. Underhill to family members in 
his hometown of Clinton Corners, New 
York, are dated between March 1, 1861, 
and March 1, 1863. The earliest letter be-
gins with a description of the settlement 
of Helena.

. . . [it] contains four stores, a 
hotel, a courthouse that might be 
mistaken for an old unpainted 
barn . . . Our house you would 
all say, was untenantable, but we 
find it comfortable enough. It has 
a good door, a floor and plenty of 
holes that answer all the purposes 
of windows without the trouble of 
glazing . . . No cooking is allowed 
in the house we live in; by this pre-
caution we hope to live unannoyed 
by fleas, flies and ants in our sleep-
ing domicile . . . Our kitchen floor 
is kept well sanded. Ground floors 
are best for kitchens Texans say, so 
we have the best.

Underhill went on to detail the daily 
routine of grazing his sheep, the produc-
tivity of the grassland, and the varied 
grasses and “delicate herbage” avail-
able for forage. His observations of the 
secession sentiments of his neighbors are 
particularly insightful. 

There was just one Union vote cast 
in Helena at the recent election, 
most of the villagers, or a num-
ber of them, are gone to the Rio 
Grande to take possession of the 
U.S. property there and ‘hang the 
black Republican officers’ . . . Men 
here are bound to have their rights 
if it takes long years of fighting to 
obtain them. There are thousands 
here now ready to fight at the 
word . . . Conservative action of 
the right kind might have prevent-
ed this feeling from ripening, may 
yet prevent its outburst into war. A 
month more will tell. 

The uncertainty of pending conflict 
also caused Underhill concern about what 
he would do with his coming “clip of 
wool.” On June 1, 1861, Underhill made 
an optimistic report about his crops, but 

acknowledged a deteriorating political 
situation. 

Nothing could be desired to make 
the season here thus far finer than 
it is. The grass is splendid, water 
plenty, and crops fine. The best 
season for a crop in ten years . . . 
Lincoln may blockade the ports 
perhaps in spite of us but he can-
not shut the windows of the sky 
nor bid the grass to stop grow-
ing . . . Ten years of fighting can’t 
do so effectually now what your 
section would like to accomplish 
as ten days of compromise might 
have done before secession had 
spread like a prairie fire all over 
the South. They are determined to 
stand by it now for better or worse. 
Every battle will make any union 
in the future less possible . . . We 
need a king, and you (some day) a 
despot. I hope both sections may 
prosper, for both have bright sides 
for me. 

As he closed this letter, his thoughts 
again turned to his livelihood. 

Wool of course is unsaleable and 
mine unsold. I would not be any 
better off if it had been shipped to 
your city for I couldn’t have got the 
money on it here these times of no 
mails. . . . sheep are sought after as 
much as ever and people make all 
kinds of trades to get sheep.

Underhill’s letter of June 9, 1861, is 
devoted primarily to a description of 
the cattle industry in the area, including 
cattle drives, calf brandings, and promi-
nent area cattle brands. He also advised 
“. . . tell Robt he’d better give up all idea 
of ever coming to Texas to live. All is not 
‘gold that glitters’ and too often far away 
fowls have fine feathers.” Three days later, 
Underhill’s writings again turned to war.

. . . we have no county organ here 
except an old vig. com. lately 
substituted for the Helena Home 
Guard, to which everyone is 
expected to volunteer and offer his 
services to protect our homes from 
invasion or insurrection. . . . Every 
neighborhood has its company of 
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In his final journal entry, George T. Boardman laments the fall of the Confederacy. 

Continued on page  6

a hundred or so men trained to 
the use of fire arms and includes 
the large proportion of the voting 
pop. . . . A little Abolition sheet or 
rather Union paper in S. A. [San 
Antonio] was destroyed recently 
for its stubborn opposition to the 
powers that be. I would like to 
occupy an entirely neutral ground 
in the conflict that is impend-
ing, but such a course here would 
be construed into Abolitionism. 
An Abolitionist here now and an 
avowed Union man is a distinc-
tion without a difference. One 
is as much opposed to Southern 
policy as the other and both equally 
dangerous in these hazardous times. 
. . . The blockade is not seriously felt 
by us yet and in the matter of food 
will not be. Newspaper is getting 
scarce (the S.A. Herald coming out 
now with but half a sheet.)

In the final letter, written from Lavaca 
County on March 1, 1863, Underhill 
stated 

being as you know a member 
of the Society of Friends and so 
conscientiously opposed to fight-
ing, I am not in the war, have thus 
far by accident and skill combined 
escaped all drafts conscriptions 
& ________ whatsoever. Last 
summer I was exempt as a school 
teacher and when that law was 
changed I availed myself of the 
stock exemption having ‘500 
sheep under charge’—that is to be 
shortly repealed I hear, but there is 
still another relating to members 
of religious societies of non-com-
batant principles—Five hundred 
dollars tax shields such from all 
military service in the army of the 
C.S. I must be very cautious what 
I write for if this was intercepted 
some would be very glad to coax 
something treasonable out of it. My 
opinions are in all matters the same 
as they were when Lincoln was 
running for President . . . If treason 
consists of loving my friends & 
relatives in the North I cannot 
disguise I’m a traitor to this Gov’t, 
and if attending to my sheep here 
and trying to get a living peace-

fully & honestly out of them is 
treason to the U.S. then also am I 
a traitor, Quien sabe . . . I remain 
the same wayward Ed.

Boardman: Confederate Soldier
English-born Austin dentist George 

T. boardman (1827-1884) enlisted in “the 
Confederate service for 3 years or during 
the war on the 15th day of May 1862.” 
From August 25, 1862, through May 
1865, boardman kept a diary account of 
his experiences in the Trans-Mississippi 
campaigns of the16th Texas Infantry in 
Texas, Arkansas and Louisiana. The five 
original diaries are held by the Texas State 

Archives as part of the berta boardman 
Maxcy Collection. Special Collections’ 
acquisition of boardman’s self-transcribed 
copy of his journal was a piece of good 
fortune for researchers, as the original di-
aries are small, written in pencil, and very 
difficult to read. The transcript does not 
appear to be a strict word-for-word copy 
of the original text. Perhaps, in hindsight, 
he felt there was a better way to phrase a 
thought or saw the need to clarify a point. 
boardman’s augmentation, however, does 
not alter the context or the substance of 
his narrative. Throughout the 105-page 
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document, boardman’s hand is precise 
and easy to read. The transcript begins, 
“Copy from a journal while a soldier in 
the Confederate Army.” A prologue to the 
first entry describes his travel to join the 
“16th T. V. I.” at Camp Groce near Hemp-
stead, troop movements to Virginia Point 
opposite Galveston where they drilled 
and were subject to a measles epidemic, a 
short furlough home in July, and orders to 
march to Little Rock.

The journal entries generally cite 
the number of miles marched; weather 
conditions; his health, including medical 
treatments; camp locations, camp life, 
and fellow soldiers; troop movements, 
routes traveled, and battle conditions; and 
descriptions of the surrounding country-
side. boardman paid surprising detail to 
farms and cultivated lands, even citing 
soil types and crops—he was particularly 
fond of peaches! The formal diary entries 
begin

August 25th – Commence diary 
– March 15 miles to Sandy Creek, 
Smiths Mills, through some of 
the finest and tallest pine I ever 
saw, road good, fine bathing, took 
dinner with Pvt Wilcox, Powell, 
do. Walker, Carleton & McFarland 
at a house a mile from camp the 
greatest attraction being a Peach 
Cobbler and a fat comfortable 
looking lady – Camp 20 – Camp 
No 21 – March 9 miles and 
through the inattention of Guides 
we were miserably camp’d shade 
scarce and water ½ mile off, a mile 
farther was a creek of running wa-
ter, which I am now sitting by cool 
and comfortable, how delicious it 
is to get rid of the dust and heat, 
but a wash in the clear cool water? 
Maj. Redwood is not far off sans 
everything but his shirt picking off 
a scattered nest of seed ticks which 
have taken possession of him, this 
is a fine country. Orders have just 
been receiv’d from Gen’l Holmes 
to hurry on all Texas troops, and 
means of transportation to Ark. 

boardman’s entry for January 12, 
1863, is typical of one describing troop 
movements and battle conditions.

Started at day break, undoubted 
news of the fight at the [Arkansas] 
Post, and its surrender. Marchd 14 
m. and camp.  Stragglers from the 
Post, citizen wagons, teams and 
carriages passing us escaping from 
the enemy. Our force consisted of 
7 Regts of Texans and one of Ar-
kansas. They fought with unsap-
pased bravery but five thousand 
had to succumb to 30 thousand 
and they supported by gun boats, 
the fortifications were all knocked 
to pieces, but they still fought on, 
and only surrendered when their 
own officers ordered them to do 
so . . .

As the reader marches along with 
boardman, he or she experiences the 
tribulations of this Confederate sol-
dier—the sore feet, the hunger, the pain, 
the anguish of defeat—as well as the joy 
of victory. boardman also reveals his 
personal side. For example, he loved to 
play chess and was reading Jane Eyre. He 
coped with the conditions of military life 
as best he could: being so hungry that he 
rinsed off a scarce piece of cornbread that 
had dropped in a mud puddle, repair-
ing the heel of his Mexican shoe with 
rag strings, and treating prevalent bowel 
complaints with the syrup of blackberry 
root. On December 13, 1863, he reported 
making an interesting find

. . . found a letter on the road side 
written 1847, in which the writer 
says, ‘Gen’l Taylor must have had 
a bloody battle by this time with 
Santa Anna. Oh how I wish this 
hateful war would cease.’ The 
writer little thought that that [sic] 
her letter would be picked up 20 
years after by a soldier engaged in 
a war at home, to which the Mexi-
can was child’s play.

There are poignant journal entries 
as well. He describes the execution of a 
deserter on November 2, 1863, and the 
dignity with which the soldier met his 
fate. On June 13, 1864, a friend brought 
him ‘. . . scornful news, my only boy died 

on the 26th of May last, of Fever, after 
a lingering illness, dear spotless suffer-
ing lamb, he is now at home in Eternal 
rest.’ by April 1865 boardman’s journal 
reflected the gloom of the impending 
Confederate defeat.

April 12 . . . 6 p.m. news anything 
but good, Lee, our Great Lee, has 
surrendered himself and army to 
Grant, on the 9th inst, how great 
the calamity, can Johnson sustain 
himself, how much depends on 
him now. I fear the end is near, to 
talk of our defeat. Great fear sor-
row & gloom among the soldiers, 
is all our sacrifice to be for worse 
than nothing?

25th April . . . Death of Lincoln 
confirmed . . . but I don’t like it 
and no good will follow from 
it—only 8000 instead of 43000 
men surrendered with Lee, still 
some hope. All depends on John-
son, surely we cannot be subjugat-
ed. Feel much better, still using the 
syrup of blackberry root, works 
like a charm . . .

The final entry of May 26th [1865] 
describes chaotic conditions at the end of 
the war.

. . . the Transmississippi depart-
ment is no more, the troops being 
all disbanded, with the privilege 
of carrying home their arms and 
ammunition, quite a busy time 
in Town, the soldiers and citizens 
appropriating to themselves all the 
government stores, which could 
be found—Cavalry & Infantry, 
singly and in squads, arriving 
and leaving, enroute for home . . . 
Hung be the Heavens with black. 
The Confederacy of the Southern 
States of America has fallen, and 
is No More. G.T. boardman, Serg’t 
Co. G, 16th Tex Vol Inf., CSA.

For further information on the 
Elhanan Moberly Papers, the John Jay 
Good Papers, the Edmund b. Underhill 
Civil War Letters, or the George T. board-
man Civil War Journal, please contact 
brenda McClurkin at (817) 272-7512 
or mcclurkin@uta.edu. b
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 n 1991, the Arlington Historical 
 Society and its Fielder House Mu-
seum formed a partnership with Spe-
cial Collections to preserve archival 
materials and photographs that relate 
to the history of Arlington and its en-
virons.  Over the years, more than 60 
collections were deposited in Special 
Collections, including personal and 
family papers, organizational records, 
photographs, documents, maps, and 
architectural drawings.  On Septem-
ber 11, 2006, Nancy York, President 
of the Arlington Historical Society, 
and Geraldine Mills, Director of the 
Fielder House Museum, formally 
transferred title of these collections 
to The University of Texas at Arling-
ton Library.  Many names prominent 
in Arlington history are included 
in these materials:  bardin, Caton-
Sparks, Crawley, Fielder, Heath-King, 
Hutsell, Joyner, McKissick, Nichols, 
Slaughter-Geer, Styles-Vincent-Day, 
Sublett, Warren and Watson, to name 
a few.  Records of the Arlington 
Garden Club, the Arlington Music 

Arlington Historical Society Donates Manuscript Collections
by brenda S. McClurkin

Club and the Shakespeare Club are 
also included.  The Seven Seas Sea Life 
Park, Luttrell Store, Oscar Gray and W. 
T. “Hooker” Vandergriff collections are 
examples of those relating to Arlington 
business interests.  A ledger from a bar-
bershop in Osceola, Texas, and records 
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of the Fort Worth Kindergarten 
Training School are collections that 
are not related to Arlington but 
found their way to an organization 
whose mission is preserving local 
history.

Upon arrival in Special Collec-
tions, these materials were rehoused 
in archival folders and boxes to 
provide them a stable environment.  
Many have received full archival 
processing including the creation of 
finding aids. 

Special Collections is very proud 
of its long-standing association with 
the Arlington Historical Society 
and Fielder House Museum.   We 
look forward to working with both 
organizations in the years ahead to 
continue preserving the archival and 
manuscript materials that link us to 
our past.  For further information on 
these local collections or to donate 
Arlington archival materials, contact 
brenda McClurkin at (817) 272-7512 
or mcclurkin@uta.edu. b

Students at Arlington’s South Side School 
circa 1920.  From the Styles-Vincent-Day 
Family Papers.

Ella V. Day registered to vote on June 29, 1918, the day after the Texas State 
Legislature granted women the right to vote only in primary elections.  
From the Styles-Vincent-Day Family Papers. 
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Library Hosts Map Meetings
by Ann E. Hodges and Carolyn Kadri

 he fifth biennial Virginia Garrett Lectures on the History of 
 Cartography convened on Friday, October 6, 2006, on the sixth 
floor of the UT Arlington Central Library.  “Mapping the Sacred:  belief 
and Religion in the History of Cartography” was the theme of both the 
Lectures and a new exhibit in Special Collections.  Conference organiza-
tion and registration were directed by Carolyn Kadri, with assistance from 
Texas Map Society Secretary-Treasurer, Kit Goodwin, and UT Arlington 
staff.

Approximately 100 people attending the Virginia Garrett Lectures 
heard a select group of internationally known scholars make presentations 
on various topics relating to religious beliefs as revealed in Christian, Jew-
ish, Native American, Islamic, and Mormon cartographies.  ben Huseman, 
cartographic archivist in Special Collections, curated the related exhibit 
and conducted gallery tours for the attendees.  

Eighty-one people attended the Fall 2006 meeting of the Texas Map 
Society on October 7.  TMS celebrated  its 10th anniversary by commis-

sioning beautiful magnify-
ing glasses with “Texas Map 
Society” engraved on the 
handles and by presenting 
Mr. and Mrs. Garrett with the 
first ones.  The day’s sessions 
in the Library culminated in a 
“Cartographic Corner” session 
hosted by David Finfrock, 
followed by a special session in 
UT Arlington’s new planetari-
um by Robert bonadurer, Plan-
etarium Director.  His presenta-
tion, “Mapping the Heavens,” 
was a fascinating conclusion to 
two full days’ of cartographic 
scholarship. b
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Dr. Rehav Rubin, left, Chairman of the 
Department of Geography at Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem in Israel, delivered a paper called 
“Jewish Cartography Between Tradition 
and Imitation” during the first session of the 
Garrett Lectures. Here he speaks with Lectures 
participant John Docktor.

Dr. Ken Roemer, left, UT Arlington English professor specializing in 
American Indian literature, spoke with Garrett Lectures participants 
Harris Francis, center, a Navajo and an American Indian cultural rights 
protection consultant, and Klara Bonsack Kelly, an independent cul-
tural resources consultant from Navajoland, U.S.A. Kelly and Francis 
presented a talk called “On the Trail of the Trail to Sun’s House: Navajo 
Maps and Religion.”

The Garrett Lectures’ keynote speaker was Catherine Delano-Smith, 
right, a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Historical Research 
at the University of London in England. Here she is speaking with UT 
Arlington history doctoral candidate Jeff Stone, center, and Ron Grim, 
Curator of Maps for the Boston Public Library. Delano-Smith’s talk 
was “To Draw is to Understand: Mapping the Bible Text.”


